
Idullatry and the First Commandment 
 
    Idolatry Is a Central, Controlling Sin for Involving the Turning of the Heart Away from God 
The heart is the center of life and therefore God requires his people to love and obey him with complete 
sincerity, that is, with unfeigned hearts: “"And if you will indeed obey my commandments that I 
command you today, to love the LORD your God, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your 
soul,  he will give the rain for your land in its season, the early rain and the later rain, that you may gather 
in your grain and your wine and your oil.”  Dt 11:13-14.  Sometimes this authentic sincerity is portrayed as 
a circumcision of the heart, 10:16.  The opposite of this condition is a heart that is deceived: “Take care lest 
your heart be deceived, and you turn aside and serve other gods and worship them;” 11:16. 
 
              God Is to Be Loved and Served, Totally from the Heart 
This is clearly stated in such passages as Dt 4:9, “"Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you 
forget the things that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. 
Make them known to your children and your children's children—”   See also vv. 25-29, the latter of 
which reads, “But from there you will seek the LORD your God and you will find him, if you search after 
him with all your heart and with all your soul.”   See also 5:29; 11:13-15; etc. In addition, the Lord God 
commanded Israel to “know therefore today, and lay it to your heart, that the LORD is God in heaven 
above and on the earth beneath; there is no other.”  The summary of this emphasis is found in the Shema: 
“"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  You shall love the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.”  6:4 -5 
 A genuine and absolute love for God flows from the fear of the Lord and was evidenced by Israel’s 
keeping all his commandments and statutes, 10:12-13.  To do so, required that their hearts be circumcised 
“and be no longer stubborn.”  v. 16.   
 
                Idolatry Flows from a Deceived Heart 
To this end the Lord God solemnly warns his people: “Take care lest your heart be deceived, and you turn 
aside and serve other gods and worship them;  then the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you, 
and he will shut up the heavens, “ Dt 11:16-17.  It is no wonder then that the Lord commanded that 
  
                  All Artifacts Involved in Idolatry Are to Be Destroyed 
“But thus shall you deal with them: you shall break down their altars and dash in pieces their pillars and 
chop down their Asherim and burn their carved images with fire.”  Dt 7:5.  The reason is stated in the next 
verse, “ "For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a 
people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.”  v. 6.  See also 
12:2-3; Ex 23:24; 34:13; etc. 
     


